
   
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796‐1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617‐796‐1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 
  Public Safety & Transportation Committee Agenda 

 
City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 

 

7:00 PM      
Room 205     
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

 
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#156‐18  Ordinance amendments for enforcement and fines for sidewalk clearing violations 
  COUNCILORS  DANBERG,  ALBRIGHT,  CROSSLEY,  NORTON,  AND  LIPOF,  requesting 

amendments  to  Chapter  17,  Section  3  and  Chapter  26  Section  8D  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances to provide for enforcement and fines for violations of the sidewalk clearing 
ordinance. 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#30‐19  Rescind Order #607‐18 and appropriate $95,000 from Free Cash for Fire expenses 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR  requesting  rescission of Council Order #607‐18  repurposing 
$95,844.51  to  address  Fire  Department  needs  and  requesting  authorization  to 
appropriate ninety‐five thousand dollars ($95,000) from Free Cash to the following Fire 
Department accounts: 

 
  Automobiles/Light Trucks  $60,000 
  Training Expenses  $10,000 
  Housekeeping Equipment  $15,000 
  Public Buildings Repair and Maintenance  $10,000 
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#577‐18  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision on Ward Street 

CONGREGATION BETH EL‐ATERETH ISRAEL, 561 Ward Street, appealing the approval of 
Traffic Council petition TC62‐18 on October 25, 2018 converting Ward Street between 
Elmore Street and Morseland Avenue from a one‐way westbound street into a two‐way 
street,  approves  a  “do  not  enter”  restriction  on  Ward  Street,  eastbound,  from 
Morseland Avenue, and  installs a new parking restriction at all times on the south side 
of Ward Street from Morseland Road to a point 165 feet easterly.   

 
#16‐19  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision on Glen Avenue and Elgin Street 
  COUNCILORS DANBERG, NOEL AND SCHWARTZ, appealing the denial of Traffic Council 

petition TC59‐18 on November 29, 2018 the stop sign at the intersection of Glen Avenue 
and Elgin Street to create a 4‐way stop with the possible examination of other 
alternatives for increased safety at this intersection.   

 
Item Recommitted by the City Council to Public Safety &Transportation Committee on April 2, 2018 
#38‐18  Amend overtime parking ordinance 
  TRANSPORTATION COORDINATOR, requesting an ordinance amendment to Chapter 19, 

Section 190 Overtime parking. to clarify the language and improve enforcement.   
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7‐0 on 01/17/18 

  Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6‐2‐0 on 03/21/18, Councilors Grossman and 
Noel opposed  

 
#18‐19  Annual report of the work of Traffic Council for 2018 
  DAVID KOSES, TRAFFIC COUNCIL CHAIR, providing the Annual Report of the work of the 

Traffic Council for 2018. 
 
All other items before the Committee will be held without discussion. 
 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chair  



# 156-18               Draft for Discussion 1/18/2019 
 

Revise the provisions of Sec. 26-8D and Sec. 17-23 as follows: 
 
Sec. 26-8D. Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks 
 
   In order to allow for safe pedestrian and wheelchair passage, every owner or occupant of a building or 
lot of land abutting upon a paved sidewalk or any person having charge of such property shall use 
reasonable efforts to remove snow and ice from the sidewalk and handicap access ramps, and shall use 
reasonable efforts to treat said sidewalk and ramps to allow for a safe passageway of approximately 
thirty-six (36) inches in width, provided that where such sidewalk is less than thirty-six (36) inches in 
width the passageway shall encompass its entire width and handicap access ramps.  Snow and ice shall 
be removed, and sidewalks and ramps shall be treated, within thirty twenty-four (3024) hours after such 
snow has ceased to fall or such ice has formed.  This section shall apply to snow and ice which falls from 
buildings, other structures, trees or bushes, as well as to that which falls from clouds.  This section shall 
not apply to owners or occupants of a building or lot covered by Section 26-8.  The mayor or his 
designee is authorized to coordinate volunteer snow clearing assistance or to grant an exemption, 
renewable annually, for citizens who upon written petition demonstrate hardship due to a combination 
of health and financial duress.  Enforcement shall be limited to issuance of notices of non-compliance 
for violations of any provision of this section. (Z-83, 3-21-11) 
 
 
Add Sec. 26-8D to the provisions of Sec. 17-23 (f) 
 
Sec. 17-23.  Enforcing persons and revised ordinances subject to civil fine. 
 
 
(f) DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: The commissioner of public works and/or his or her designee 
shall be authorized to issue written notice of the following violations: 
  
  
 
Sec. 28D.  Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks. 
 
  ( ) First offense per 365 day period ………………………………………………written warning 
 
  ( ) Second and subsequent offenses per 365 day period ………………………….$50.00 
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RUTHANNE FULLER 

MAYOR 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1113 

TDD 
(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

Decem~~31, 118 ., ... 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Councilors: 
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I write to request that your Honorable Council docket for consideration a request to rescind 
Council Order #607-18 which repurposed $95,844.51 for several Fire Department needs. 

This needs to be rescinded because some of the items could not be covered by a bonding funding 
source. 

I also request that the Honorable Council appropriate $95,000 from June 30, 2018 Certified Free 
Cash for the following purposes: 

Automobile/Light Trucks 
Training Expenses 
Housekeeping Equipment 
Public Buildings Repairs and Maintenance 

$60,000 
$10,000 
$15,000 
$10,000 
$95,000 

The unused funds ($95,844.51) will be proposed to be repurposed for capital projects that would 
otherwise have been bonded. That request will come soon to the Honorable City Council. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~1").~~~ 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 
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#607-18 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

December 17, 2018 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Safety & Transportation 

Committee and Finance Committee through their respective Chairs Allan C. Ciccone, Jr. and Leonard 

J. Gentile, a transfer of funds in the amount of ninety-five thousand eight hundred forty-forty dollars 

and fifty-one cents ($95,844.51) to various department accounts, be and is hereby approved as 

follows: 

 
 FROM: Fire Pumper Replacement 
   (34AA210J-58504) ............................................... $95,844.51 
 
 TO: Automobiles/Light Trucks 
  (021006-58501) ........................................................ $60,000 
  Training Expenses 
  (0121008-5319) ................................................... $10,844.51 
  Housekeeping Equipment 
  (0121005-585171).................................................... $15,000 
  Public Building Repairs & Maintenance 
  (0121005-52407)...................................................... $10,000 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
22 yeas  0 nays  2 absent (Councilors Markiewicz and Noel) 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk Mayor  
 
 
 Date ________________ 
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City Council 
2019-2020 City of Newton 

 
 

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 
 

 
Dear Resident: 
 
The Public Safety & Transportation Committee of the City Council will be discussing the 
following items, which may be of interest to you, at its meeting on Wednesday, January 
23, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205, Second Floor, City Hall.  The meeting is open to the 
public and if you would like further information on the items, you are encouraged to 
attend. 

 
#577-18 Appeal of Traffic Council Decision on Ward Street 

CONGREGATION BETH EL-ATERETH ISRAEL, 561 Ward Street, appealing the 
approval of Traffic Council petition TC62-18 on October 25, 2018 converting  
Ward Street between Elmore Street and Morseland Avenue from a one-way 
westbound street into a two-way street, approves a “do not enter” restriction 
on Ward Street, eastbound, from Morseland Avenue, and installs a new 
parking restriction at all times on the south side of Ward Street from 
Morseland Road to a point 165 feet easterly.   

 
#16-19 Appeal of Traffic Council Decision on Glen Avenue and Elgin Street 

COUNCILORS DANBERG, NOEL AND SCHWARTZ, appealing the denial of Traffic 
Council petition TC59-18 on November 29, 2018 the stop sign at the intersection of 
Glen Avenue and Elgin Street to create a 4-way stop with the possible examination of 
other alternatives for increased safety at this intersection.      

 
If you are unable to attend this meeting but would like to offer comments in writing for 
consideration, please forward your comments to the Office of the City Council, 1000 
Commonwealth Avenue, Newton Centre, 02459 or e-mail to Danielle Delaney at 
ddelaney@newtonma.gov by Wednesday, January 16, 2019 reflecting the docket item 
number.   

 
Sincerely, 
Danielle Delaney 
Committee Clerk 
Public Safety & Transportation Committee 

 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 617-796-1210  

 www.newtonma.gov 

#577-18 
#16-19 

Mailed on 01/04/19

mailto:ddelaney@newtonma.gov
http://www.newtonma.gov/
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From: Danielle Delaney
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: FW: Traffic appeal #577-18 Ward Street
Date: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 8:51:53 AM

From: Mary Herlihy < > 
Sent: Monday, January 14, 2019 8:24 PM
To: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>
Cc: phuli.cohan
Subject: Traffic appeal #577-18 Ward Street
 
Re: Appeal #577-18 of Traffic Decision on Ward Street
 
-The current one way at far end of Ward Street, between Elmore and Morseland has
resulted in cars travelling faster through this section of the street. The daily flow is
noticeable. 
-The proposed two way is of value to the few residents who live between Elmore and
Morseland and few others. There is not incoming traffic from Ward and Morseland end and
this does not change that.
 
In response to Congregation Beth El-Atereth Israel's concerns.
 
-Cars will ignore "Do not Enter" sign at the end of Ward Street. This is highly unlikely. It is a
prominent sign that is heeded now and has been for the 20 years I have lived on this end of
Ward Street. With no indication at that end that two way traffic is permitted, a person is not
likely to consider that option.
 
-Travel through the congregations' parking lot to gain access to the two way Ward Street.
The lot is only used by the congregation and thus this use of Ward Street from that far
down Ward Street could be addressed by the congregation itself. It is not even convenient
to turn east onto Ward Street from there, going onto Morseland or onto Comm Ave is much
more reasonable and likely.
Individuals outside the congregation are highly unlikely to access the parking lot form
Comm Ave carriage road to gain access to Ward Street. It is a cumbersome, indirect route,
with little advantage over the adjacent streets of Morseland and Comm Ave. The parking lot
is more akin to a field than a parking lot, often muddy and not hospitable to traffic. Going
through it to get to Ward Street is more of a hazard to a vehicle than an advantage.
 
-Turning to park on south side: I would welcome a parking restriction at the far end near
the synagogue. Not the entire length of this section of Ward, but perhaps the last quarter
near the synagogue. The parking on both sides when synagogue is busy creates a very
congested road, nearly impossible to exit a driveway in the winter with snow.
 
Thank you, 
Mary M Herlihy
544 Ward Street, Newton MA
 
 
 

#577-18

mailto:ddelaney@newtonma.gov
mailto:ddelaney@newtonma.gov


From: Danielle Delaney
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: FW: In Support of Proposal, at 1/23/3319 Traffic Council Meeting, to revert Ward St. to westbound only between

Elmore and Morseland
Date: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 8:52:43 AM

From: Stephanie Karger < > 
Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 1:18 AM
To: Traffic Council <trafficcouncil@newtonma.gov>; Jason Sobel <jsobel@newtonma.gov>; Emily
Norton <enorton@newtonma.gov>; Allan Ciccone Jr. <acicconejr@newtonma.gov>; Jacob D.
Auchincloss <jauchincloss@newtonma.gov>; David Koses <dkoses@newtonma.gov>
Subject: In Support of Proposal, at 1/23/3319 Traffic Council Meeting, to revert Ward St. to
westbound only between Elmore and Morseland
 
Dear Traffic Council:
 
Last Saturday I first heard that Ward Street had been converted from a westbound street to a two-
way street, in accordance with TPR442, approved 3-1 at Traffic Council on October 25. (Ward 2
Councilor Norton brought proposal TC62-18 in response to requests of residents on the street.
Coordinator Koses opposed.) Unfortunately a large number of Newton residents - like myself - who
would be severely and negatively impacted by the change (although we do not live on Ward. St.)
were not even aware that it was being considered until long after it was approved and the
November appeal date had passed.

Every Saturday, from 7:30 AM to noon or one PM or later, hundreds of worshipers, adults and
children, attend services and social activities at the 3 synagogues on Ward St. and Morseland Ave.  A
similar number attend for 5 to 12 Jewish holidays during the year which often fall during the week
on days considered workdays with workday traffic flows. Although fewer congregants attend
services Friday night or return for activities later Saturday afternoon or evening, twilight and
darkness make pedestrian safety an important concern at those times.  Most worshipers live within
a half mile or mile of the synagogues and walk to services, though a few may drive. When a bar or
bat mitzvah is celebrated, the number of worshipers may double and there is often increased
pedestrian and auto traffic.  In nice weather, many people socialize on the walkways outside the
synagogues. Of particular concern, children often walk between synagogues, without their parents,
to meet friends or engage in shared youth programs. Drivers heading North or South on Morseland
may have a “tendency to ignore the Do Not Enter sign” on Ward in order to use Ward  as a “cut
through” to avoid the light at Centre and Comm Ave, or to park in the "correct" direction of the
South side of the street.  Children, of course, are not supposed to congregate near streets and have
been told to “look both ways” - but they are children.

The biggest dangers to walking children and adults were pointed out by Coordinator Koses and Sgt.
Lee: cars doing 3-point turns or turning around in driveways near the synagogues in order to face in
the correct direction and avoid parking tickets.  For short early morning and evening services during
the week, a number of people drive to synagogue and park on Ward; having reduced parking on the
South side of Ward might make it difficult for these people to find spaces. Drivers arriving at
Morseland without finding a spot would likely do the 3-point turn right in front of the synagogues in

#577-18
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order to go back the other way to park. Such a traffic pattern would be especially disquieting in the
light of recent security concerns at Jewish institutions; we would certainly not want to encourage
cars to do a 3-point turn in front of our synagogues. That City inspection of this quiet residential
street on 5 weekdays showed very few people walking or cars parked is not representative of the
Friday night, Saturday and Holyday activity.

Not having known in advance that the Ward Street change was being considered, I was unable to
attend the hearing or know how many of the 20 or so Ward St. residents with homes between
Elmore and Morseland wanted this change or why.  I certainly cannot understand taking a street that
has officially been a one-way street for 30 years, causing no difficulty to anyone, and suddenly
turning it into a two-way street just to avoid giving tickets to a few people driving the wrong way on
a one-way street, or to save residents a drive around the block.  But turning Ward into a two-way
street has a severe negative impact on hundreds of synagogue members.  I understand that Traffic
Council, on January 23, will hear a proposal to reverse this change and I request that you support
returning Ward Street, from Elmore to Morseland, to one-way westbound travel.
 
Stephanie Karger
38 Wauwinet Rd.
W. Newton, MA
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City Council 
2019-2020 City of Newton 

 
 

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 
 

 
Dear Resident: 
 
The Public Safety & Transportation Committee of the City Council will be discussing the 
following items, which may be of interest to you, at its meeting on Wednesday, January 
23, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205, Second Floor, City Hall.  The meeting is open to the 
public and if you would like further information on the items, you are encouraged to 
attend. 

 
#577-18 Appeal of Traffic Council Decision on Ward Street 

CONGREGATION BETH EL-ATERETH ISRAEL, 561 Ward Street, appealing the 
approval of Traffic Council petition TC62-18 on October 25, 2018 converting  
Ward Street between Elmore Street and Morseland Avenue from a one-way 
westbound street into a two-way street, approves a “do not enter” restriction 
on Ward Street, eastbound, from Morseland Avenue, and installs a new 
parking restriction at all times on the south side of Ward Street from 
Morseland Road to a point 165 feet easterly.   

 
#16-19 Appeal of Traffic Council Decision on Glen Avenue and Elgin Street 

COUNCILORS DANBERG, NOEL AND SCHWARTZ, appealing the denial of Traffic 
Council petition TC59-18 on November 29, 2018 the stop sign at the intersection of 
Glen Avenue and Elgin Street to create a 4-way stop with the possible examination of 
other alternatives for increased safety at this intersection.      

 
If you are unable to attend this meeting but would like to offer comments in writing for 
consideration, please forward your comments to the Office of the City Council, 1000 
Commonwealth Avenue, Newton Centre, 02459 or e-mail to Danielle Delaney at 
ddelaney@newtonma.gov by Wednesday, January 16, 2019 reflecting the docket item 
number.   

 
Sincerely, 
Danielle Delaney 
Committee Clerk 
Public Safety & Transportation Committee 

 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 617-796-1210  

 www.newtonma.gov 

#577-18 
#16-19 

Mailed on 01/04/19

mailto:ddelaney@newtonma.gov
http://www.newtonma.gov/


#16-19



#16-19



#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



 
 

#16-19



From: Danielle Delaney
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: FW: Item 16-19 Glen Ave and Elgin Street Stop signs, Newton 02459
Date: Wednesday, January 09, 2019 11:23:26 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Barb Nes <
Sent: Wednesday, January 09, 2019 11:18 AM
To: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Barbara Nestle
Subject: Item 16-19 Glen Ave and Elgin Street Stop signs, Newton 02459

Dear Danielle

We are a family living on 119 Elgin Street/78 Leeson Lane (same property) and we highly support putting stop signs
at the intersection of Glen Ave and Elgin street.

Reasoning:

We have seen/heard accidents and multiple near misses at this intersection, but we only witnessed one where the
police was called. We live very close and often just hear the loud breaking of cars. There are many children living
on Elgin street and Glen Ave. Our main concern is the safety of our children playing in the near yards and crossing
the street. We also worry about all the school children coming off and on the school buses stopping right after that
intersection. It is an unsafe area where cars speed down Glen Ave to get to Beacon or Langley. When we recently
had the speed control cameras installed, people drove slower. But the intersection is still unsafe and needs 4 way
stop signs.

I am driving down that road multiple times a day and will have to bite the bullet myself and come to a full stop. But
it is necessary given the tragedies that could happen without a stop sign.

Thank you very much for considering the above.

Best regards

Barbara Nestle
Nestle Family

#16-19
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From: Danielle Delaney
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: FW: #16-19/TC59-18 Supporting the appeal and placement of stops signs at Glen and Elgin Streets.
Date: Wednesday, January 16, 2019 9:41:40 AM

From: mark norton > 
Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 9:39 PM
To: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>
Cc: Victoria Danberg <vdanberg@newtonma.gov>
Subject: #16-19/TC59-18 Supporting the appeal and placement of stops signs at Glen and Elgin
Streets.
 
Dear Ms. Delaney,
 
     I am a long time Newton resident at 103 Glen Avenue. I am writing to support the
placement of stops signs at the corners of Glen and Elgin Streets.
 (#16-19, Traffic Council Petition TC59-18).  I support the stop signs for the following
reasons:
 
1.  Public Safety: Glen is a busy street and is used as a cut through from Langely to Beacon
Street.  Cars frequently exceed the speed limits.  In the morning,
multiple school buses use Glen to pick up students who are walking and congregate along
Glen Avenue.  Trees and shrubs block the views of cars entering 
Glen from both sides of Elgins Street.  This has resulted in multiple accidents and poses an
ongoing danger.   I attended the Traffic Council Meeting on 
November 29, 2018, and was disappointed and dismayed by the results.  It was my
observation that every other petition prior to the Elgin/Glen petition was 
approved based on the risks to public safety.  However, in the case of Elgin/Glen Petition the
same criteria was not upheld.
 
2.  At the last meeting it was suggested that "stop signs should not be use to slow traffic."  I
was confused by this because, a stop sign in this location would 
slow traffic which is the desired result.  Moreover, a stop sign may act as a deterrent to cut
through traffic.
 
3.  It was also suggested that "there have not been enough accidents to warrant a stop sign." 
How many accidents warrant an intervention for the
public safety?   Additionally, I can tell you that a number of accident at this location go
unreported.  Recently, my wife and I swept up debris from 
an accident at Glen/Elgin.  Also, shortly after the serious accident that resulted in the current
petition by numerous residents, a car driving down 
Glen lost control and side swiped a car parked on Glen.  I know this accident went unreported
and was resolved privately.
 
I hope the Traffic Council will reconsider it's previous decision, recognize the necessity of
stop signs at Glen and Elgin, and vote to place stop signs at 
the corners of Glen and Elgin.  
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 

#16-19

mailto:ddelaney@newtonma.gov
mailto:ddelaney@newtonma.gov


Sincerely,
 
Mark D. Norton
103 Glen ave.
Newton, MA 02459
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City of Newton 

 
Ruthanne Fuller 

    Mayor     
 

DATE: November 20, 2018 

To:    Members of the Public Safety and Transportation Committee 

From:      Jason Sobel, P.E., PTOE, Director, DPW Transportation Division 
 David Koses, Transportation Coordinator 
 Faye Morrison, Parking Manager 
 
RE:            #38-18 Amend Chapter 19, Section 190 - Overtime parking 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  
At the April 2, 2018 City Council meeting, item #38-18 was remanded back to the Public 
Safety and Transportation Committee for additional modification to the proposed 
overtime parking language.  This memorandum provides a staff suggestion for modified 
language aimed at improving and clarifying the current ordinance.  Staff believes that 
the revised language strikes an appropriate balance between the concerns of residents, 
commuters and employees, as well as the City’s enforcement and appeals staff.  The 
proposed language is followed by five examples of how the proposed language may 
address various circumstances across the City.  If approved by City Council, it will be 
important to communicate the new overtime parking regulations clearly, frequently and 
accessibly. 
 

1. CURRENT OVERTIME PARKING LANGUAGE (CH 19, SECTION 190) 
The City’s current overtime parking ordinance language is as follows:  
 

No person shall park a vehicle for a longer consecutive period than the limit 
specified and between the hours specified on any of the streets or parts of streets 
designated as parking meter zones in which parking meters and parking meter 
spaces are to be established pursuant to the traffic and parking regulations.   

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION 

110 Crafts Street 
Newton, MA 02460 
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This current language does not fully address current overtime parking enforcement 
practices in Newton.  There is no consensus in terms of what constitutes a “parking 
meter zone”, particularly since a new system of zones (based on zip codes) was recently 
created to support the launch of the Passport Parking application in the City.  
Furthermore, there is no official description of how far a vehicle must be moved in order 
to avoid receiving an overtime parking citation.   
 

2. PROPOSED NEW LANGUAGE AS APPROVED BY PS&T (#38-18) 
New language was discussed at the March 16, 2018 Public Safety and Transportation 
meeting.  The following language was approved:  
 

No person shall park a vehicle within a designated metered parking space or in a 
parking space within a time-restricted area for a longer consecutive period than 
the time limit specified or beyond the hours specified. Vehicles must be moved to 
a location beyond the nearest intersection or to a location outside an off-street 
municipal parking lot upon or before the expiration of the posted time limit, and 
may not return the same day.   

 
There were two goals of the new language.  First, this language sought to clarify the 
rules.  Second, the language was intended to encourage long-term parkers to park in 
long-term parking spaces, rather than to “feed the meter” and/or to slightly relocate 
their vehicle during the day in order to avoid an overtime parking citation.  Vehicles 
parked on-street (in metered or unmetered time-restricted public parking spaces) 
beyond the posted time limit would be required to move their vehicle to a different 
block or to a different lot in order to avoid a $15.00 parking citation, and would not be 
able to park the same vehicle again in the same lot or block until the next day.   
 
However, this language was determined to be too focused on enforcement and ease of 
management of the appeals process, and too austere for residents and businesses, 
particularly since vehicles would not be able to return to the same block or lot on the 
same day. 
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3. REVISED PROPOSED NEW LANGUAGE (#38-18)1 
The following language aims to strike a balance between customer and business 
friendliness. The ability to enforce and manage parking is also an important 
consideration.  The revised proposed new language is shown below: 
 

No person shall park a vehicle within a designated metered parking space or in a 
parking space within a time-restricted area for a longer consecutive period than 
the time limit specified or beyond the hours specified. 
 
Vehicles parked within any metered parking space must be moved to a different 
parking space upon or before the expiration of the posted time limit. 
 
Vehicles parked within any non-metered time-restricted parking space must be 
moved to a location beyond the nearest intersection or to a location outside an 
off-street municipal parking lot upon or before the expiration of the posted time 
limit, and may not return for two hours. 

 
The revised proposed language differentiates the overtime parking rules for metered 
parking spaces from the rules for non-metered, time-restricted parking spaces.  The 
revised proposed language would allow a vehicle parked in any metered parking space 
to move to any other metered parking space in order to avoid receiving an overtime 
parking ticket.  Compared to the current rules, this change would clarify and significantly 
improve user access to metered parking.   
 
Vehicles parked in non-metered time-restricted parking spaces will be required to move 
to a different block in order to avoid an overtime parking ticket.  The vehicle would be 
allowed to return after two hours.  The intent of this language is to allow better use of 
neighborhood streets by residents, visitors, employees, and others.  However, with the 
current technology available to our Parking Control Officers, it is envisioned that 
vehicles observed parking for a longer time period than the posted limit may be issued 
tickets, despite the possibility that the vehicle may have left and returned to the same 
space during the time in between observations.  Still, staff believes that the proposed 
new language is more beneficial overall than the current ordinance language.  Five site-
specific parking examples in Newton are discussed below based on the revised proposed 
language, above. 
 
 
                                                           
1 Note that the Overtime Parking ordinance, Sec. 19-190, is currently found within “DIVISION 2. PARKING METERS” 
Section of the ordinance.  The location of the overtime parking ordinance within the Ordinances should be 
changed to reflect the understanding that it refers to both metered as well as unmetered parking spaces.  
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4. PARKING EXAMPLES IN NEWTON 
 
Example 1: Parking in the Langley Parking Lot, Newton Centre 

The Langley Lot in Newton Centre is a metered, 2-hour parking lot.  The proposed 
ordinance language continues to allow visitors to park for up to two hours.  After two 
hours, the vehicle must be moved to any other valid parking space – inside the lot or 
outside.  This clarifies the current ordinance language, which could be interpreted in a 
number of different ways.  If a motorist does not move his or her vehicle and instead 
chooses to “feed the meter” either by coin or by a combination of coin + Passport app, 
the vehicle may receive a $15 overtime parking citation.  The goal of the proposed new 
ordinance language is to provide for turnover by requiring a motorist to physically move 
the vehicle after two hours, while also allowing the relative convenient use of any other 
available parking space for those needing additional time to complete their business in 
Newton Centre.   
 

Example 2: Parking on Union/Herrick Rd and Chase St in Newton Centre  
The Union Street/Herrick Road area together currently have approximately 73 heavily-
used two-hour meters.  The proposed new language will make it easier for visitors to 
extend their stay beyond two hours by simply moving to any other metered parking 
space after two hours, if available.  Employees may do the same, which is not the intent 
but cannot be prevented.  The language makes it clear that by remaining in the same 
space and “feeding the meter” (by coin or by coin + Passport app), the vehicle may 
receive a $15 overtime parking ticket. 
 
Parking on Chase St is non-metered but restricted to 2 hours between 7AM and 4PM.  
Without a parking restriction, Chase St would be filled with commuter or employee 
vehicles, thereby restricting access to residents and their visitors.  The proposed new 
ordinance language would discourage employees and others from moving their vehicle 
slightly every two hours by requiring them to relocate the vehicle to a different block (or 
a different street entirely). 
 
Employees and commuters wishing to access long-term parking in Newton Centre 
should generally be directed to use the available long-term metered parking spaces in 
the Cypress, Pleasant, or Pelham Street lots, or to park in an available on-street long-
term parking space on Centre, Lyman, or Willow Street, and to avoid feeding short-term 
parking meters or moving their vehicle around on residential streets during the day. 
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Example 3: Parking in the Chapel Street Lot, Nonantum 
The Chapel Street Lot is an unmetered, 3-hour time-limited parking lot.  The proposed 
ordinance language would still allow visitors to park for up to three hours for free.  After 
three hours, the proposed ordinance specifically requires that the vehicle must be 
moved out of the lot, to any other valid parking space.  Those needing more time to 
complete their business in Nonantum may choose to park their vehicle on Watertown 
Street or on a nearby residential street.  After two hours, the vehicle may return to the 
Chapel Street Lot.  The goal of this ordinance language is to provide for turnover within 
this lot, to make parking opportunities more available to all nearby shops and 
businesses, and to clarify that vehicles may not park all day in this unmetered parking 
lot (and may not move the vehicle over one spot and stay remain in the free parking lot 
all day).  
 

Example 4: Parking on Lowell Ave near NNHS, on Adeline Rd near NSHS, 
on Groveland St near Lasell College, or on Algonquin Road near BC 

Parking is restricted on Lowell Avenue near Newton North High School to 2 hours 
between 8AM and 4PM on school days.  Parking on Adeline Road near Newton South 
High School is restricted to 2 hours between 7AM and 4PM on school days.  Parking on 
Groveland Street near Lasell College and on Algonquin Road near Boston College is 
restricted to 2 hours between 8AM and 6PM.  The goal of these restrictions is to 
discourage automobile use among High School and College students as much as 
possible, and to encourage carpooling, bicycling, walking, and bus usage.  These 
restrictions are examples of a Traffic Council and City Council response to neighborhood 
requests to restrict student parking in these neighborhoods.  The proposed new 
ordinance language would discourage students from moving (or having their friends 
move) their vehicle slightly every two hours by requiring them to relocate the car to an 
entirely different block or street.  
 

Example 5: Parking on Washington Street and on Longfellow Road near 
Newton Wellesley Hospital 

There are approximately 22 two-hour metered parking spaces on Washington Street 
near Newton-Wellesley Hospital.  A one-hour parking limit between 7AM and 7PM was 
implemented on Longfellow Road to respond to requests from neighbors to restrict 
hospital visitors or commuters from parking on their street.  The proposed new 
ordinance language would provide for overtime parking enforcement on Longfellow 
Road as vehicles must be moved to a different block after one hour.  The metered 
spaces on Washington Street are intended for short hospital visits, with longer visits 
directed to use the Hospital’s on-site garage parking.  However, patients or visitors may 
extend their stay beyond two hours on Washington Street by moving their vehicle to 
any other metered space, if available. 

#38-18



         #38-18 DRAFT 
CITY OF NEWTON 

 
IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  

 
January   , 2019 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2017, as amended, be and 
are hereby further amended with respect to Article VII of Chapter 19 MOTOR 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC as follows: 

 
DELETE Sec. 19-190 in its entirety.  
 
INSERT a new section 19-181 as follows: 

 
Sec. 19-181 Overtime Parking 

No person shall park a vehicle within a designated metered parking space or in a 
parking space within a time-restricted area for a longer consecutive period than 
the time limit specified or beyond the hours specified. 
 
(a) Vehicles parked within any metered parking space must be moved to a 

different parking space upon or before the expiration of the posted time limit. 
 
(b) Vehicles parked within any non-metered time-restricted parking space must 

be moved to a location beyond the nearest intersection or to a location outside 
an off-street municipal parking lot upon or before the expiration of the posted 
time limit and may not return for two hours. 

 
 DELETE, the language “Other, in any other area where parking is permitted 
 for a limited period of time in excess of the time allowed (Sec. 19-166)” where it 
 appears in Sec. 17-23(d) under the listing for Sec. 19-9 Penalty for parking 
 violations, and INSERT in its place the following language: 
 
  Overtime parking in excess of posted time limits (Sec. 19-181): 
 
    Sec. 19-181 (a) metered space …………………………...$15.00 
    Sec. 19-181 (b) non-metered time restricted space……… $15.00   
    

 
 

 



   
   Approved as to legal form and character: 
 
 
 
ALISSA O. GIULIANI 
City Solicitor 

 
  
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Adopted 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
Approved:                            

 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON       (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER           
  City Clerk                 Mayor 
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